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SOME OF THE MANY WAYS IN WHICH COVID 19 HAS
AFFECTED MUSLIMS FROM ACROSS THE WORLD.
¢ ISMAIL AHMED LAMBAT (MANCHESTER)

All Muslims from across the world and everyone
else came to be affected over several months by COVID 19.
Many came to lose their loved ones, and many need to
provide care for those who came to be left with serious or not
so serious health problems. In months and years to come as
health experts tell us many will continue to suffer from poor
health and many from serious or not so serious mental health
problems.

Besides health-related problems the pandemic also
dented our daily religious practices. We could not for
months offer our Namaaz in our Masajid and when this
became possible, we had to keep our distance from other
namaziz as prescribed by health authorities and by
Governments. The pandemic put a stop to our Trawih
prayers and our Eid-ul-Fitr Eid-ul-Adha prayers and we
could not go for Umrah or for Hajj.

The Virus helped put an end to our shaking of
hands as well as embracing our relatives and friends and
gathering in groups for religious or social reasons and the
wearing of face coverings made it impossible for us to smile
when we saw a loved one, a friend, an acquaintance or any
other fellow Muslim or some one who belonged to another
religious persuasion.

The pandemic also brought along with it a big
economic downturn. Countries from across the world came
to face economic problems as the spread of the Virus led to
the closing down of most manufacturing and all types of
business activities. In many countries those dependent on
agriculture could not harvest their groups as they could not
get farm workers to help with the harvesting. Exporters of
livestock from wealthy countries to Saudi Arabia for
Qurbani suffered as the Hajj pilgrimage came to be
restricted to very few people. Exporters of livestock and
cattle herders from some of the African countries suffered
more as exporters of livestock could not exporter the
livestock they had bought and the cattle herders could not
sell their cattle as there were no buyers for what they wanted
to sell. Many thousands of daily wage earners from the less
developed countries lost their jobs so did factory workers,
airport workers and pilots, restaurant and hotel workers and
all those dependent on the tourist industry. Whilst some
predictions by economists tell us that everything will be
'normal’ within months others do not sound very hopeful.

The Virus also dealt a big blow to education. It
forced Governments across the continents to shut down
their education providing institutions. As Muslims our
young persons missed out on acquiring secular education
for several months as well as religious education. Our
children could not and in many places, they still cannot

attend their local madressas or their dar-ul-ulooms. Most of]
those who were hoping to graduate from universities or dar-
ul-ulooms during the present academic may not be able to
doso.

Our socio-religious practices too came to suffer.
We could not and still cannot have big engagement parties
and big weddings for our sons and daughters and our Janaza
prayers for our loved ones too came to be restricted to a few
persons. We could not and still cannot visit our relatives and
friends in their own homes or visit those who are admitted
to hospital for treatment.

Whilst many workplaces, places of learning and
places of worship have gradually started re-opening and
functioning the fear of the Virus continues to haunt all of us
irrespective of where we live or what we do. The Virus has
certainly not left us. It keeps on coming back and we keep
on having lock downs and restrictions placed on our
movements.

The general feeling among experts who know a lot
about Viruses tell us that whilst we are trying to move
towards some form of normality what we all should expect
is a new normal. In other words, COVID 19 has brought
along health problems which are likely to stay with us for at
least the foreseeable future. It has greatly disrupted the
world's economic order. The sufferings caused by this will
be with us for many years to come. It disrupted the
provision of education both religious and secular
education. The loss of the months of education will be with
us for many years to come and the disruption it brought to
our social and religious practices will be felt by us for many
years to come.

What we have said up to now will not be new to
most of our readers. We also sincerely feel that many of our
brothers and sisters will be much better informed on the
prevalence of the Virus and the many ways in which it has
affected people across the world. Our reason for stating or
restating what is already well known to many is to draw our
people's attention to the following:

1. We Muslims now have more Muslim brothers and sisters
who will need financial and other forms of assistance to
help them cope with the losses they have suffered. We must
also not forget the followers of other beliefs. Like our
Muslim brothers and sisters they too will need assistance
and we must also, if we have the means to support them.

2. There is also a great need for us Muslims to turn towards
seeking cures for the illnesses and diseases we humans
from time to time suffer from. We should give up the
dependency culture we all suffer from. We all want to stay
healthy and we all try to seek assistance from well qualified
health professionals. We feel as Muslims we have a rich
history of providing health care through our UNANI
method. We feel there is a great need to revive this practice
as well as engage in research to find cures for the illnesses
and diseases we all now suffer from.
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A LEGEND MR.AHMED ISMAILBADAT

Ahmed Ismail Badat (Chhotabhai) was born in a
poor humble family in an unremarkable village
called Nani Naroli on 30th April 1933 and died
peacefully in his home on Friday 18th September

2020, surrounded by his loving family.

There was no school in the village to speak of
what so education he received was in Mangrol
Boarding School for a year and then he was moved

to Ghara School, both running on charity.

He was precocious chlld and legend has it that he had read all the books in the village library in his
teens; He also became very fluent in English which opened up the literature of the West.

After high school he worked for the newly established Vohra Samachar, for two and half years based
in Surat staying in Botawala Musafarkhana. He was given the task of recruiting new members from
the Vohra villages. He had to trek from village to village in unforgiving heat and rain and convince
leading figures in the society to join the organisation and a sometimes he had to suffer abuse, but
from this work galvanised him for difficult work that lay ahead. He was very successful in enrolling
new members given his great social skill and rhetoric but what he earned from his work just enough
to pay for his living expenses so he decided to move on.

Eventually he landed a secure job as a duty clerk in Mumbai docks where a lot of employees were ex
criminals and he had to work with very hostile Marathas, but even here he thrived because he had a
sweet tongue and he knew how to win people over.

He was beginning to enjoy life but his thoughts were always of his poor relatives and friends in India
and he found a way of helping them through a voucher system that was operating in the UK to bring
in skilled and semi-skilled workforce to build the economy decimated by the second world war.
The fact that he called many over to the UK, mostly poor and illiterate from Nani Naroli and surrounding
district was an epic feat in itself.

He was active in establishing The Indian Muslim Federation in late sixties with aim of helping and
uniting our community.

He was champion for education and believed that there can be no future for the poor except through
literacy and was instrumental in financing the building of high school in Nani Naroli with his closest
buddy Yusuf Badat and his brother Ibrahim Badat, Mowlana Ishak Aswat mentioned at his Janaza
Namagz that, 'l was sworn to secrecy but I have to declare that this man that we bury today deserves the
highest place in Jannate Firdous for his humanitarian work in settling at least a hundred and fifty to
two hundred families in my knowledge.'

He came into my life in India in May 1965 when [ was thirteen and had a great impact on my own
development; he remains my great role model and a great inspiration and I would not be the person I
am today without him - my respected uncle, a great son of Nani Naroli, a pride to Vohra community,
a great humanitarian. . .mayAllah grant his soul peace and love in the highest abode of Jannat. .. Aamin.
(Abdulkhalek - Gora - Badat)
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A.Y. Dadabhai Technical Institute
(Polytechnic) Kosamba

MANAGED BY
THE SURATEE SUNNI VOHRA MUSLIM EDUCATION SOCIETY, SURAT.

Result analysis of 6" Semester - 2020

Due to Covid-19 Pandemic, the 6" Semester Examination
was taken by Gujarat Technological University in three
phases (Online) and One phase (Offline).

The following resultanalysisisincluded all the phases.

No. of Students in Final Year - 199

No. of Students appear in Exam - 199
No. of Students Successful in Exam - 199
Result in Percentage - 100%

As per GTU Ranking of all phases, Rank of
A.Y. Dadabhai Technical Institute is 3™ Rank

In 3" Phase
Courses | Rank [Students
Mechanical Engineering Department | 1" Rank 74

Electrical Engineering Department 1" Rank 38

Civil Engineering Department 1" Rank 43

Computer Engineering Department 1" Rank 44

No. of Students got 10 SPI - 25
No. of Students got 9 to 10 SPI -57
No. of Students got 8 to 9 SPI - 63
No. of Students got 7 to 8 SPI - 43
No. of Students Less than 7 SPI - 11
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